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to be borne. The poor, indeed, are insensible of many
little vexations, which sometimes imbitter the possessions,
and pollute the enjoyments, of the rich. They are not
pained by casual incivility, or mortified by the mutilation
of a compliment; but this happiness is like that of a male-
factor, who ceases to feel the cords that bind him, when
the pincers are tearing his flesh.

That want of taste for one enjoyment is supplied by the
pleasures of some other, may be fairly allowed; but the
compensations of sickness I have never found near to
equivalence, and the transports of recovery only prove the
intenseness of the pain.

With folly, no man is willing to confess himself very in-
timately acquainted, and, therefore, its pains and pleasures
are kept secret. But what the author says of its happiness,
seems applicable only to fatuity, or gross dulness; for that
inferiority of understanding, which makes one man, without
any other reason, the slave, or tool, or property of another,
which makes him sometimes useless, and sometimes ridicu-
lous, is often felt with very quick sensibility. On the hap-
piness of madmen, as the case is not very frequent, it is
not necessary to raise a disquisition, but I cannot forbear
to observe, that I never yet knew disorders of mind in-
crease felicity: every madman is either arrogant and
irascible, or gloomy and suspicious, or possessed by some
passion, or notion, destructive to his quiet. He has al-
ways discontent in his look, and malignity in his bosom.
And, if he had the power of choice, he would soon repent
who should resign his reason to secure his peace.

Concerning the portion of ignorance necessary to make
the condition of the lower classes of mankind safe to the
publick, and tolerable to themselves, both morals and policy
exact a nicer inquiry than will be very soon or very easily
made. There is, undoubtedly, a degree of knowledge
which will direct a man to refer all to providence, and to
acquiesce in the condition with which omniscient goodness
has determined to allot him; to consider this world as a
phantom, that must soon glide from before his eyes, and